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Second Stage (February 1927). The girl
sold to a Chinese as an adopted daughter for
ico dollars, in addition to the 20 dollars pre-
viously paid to the mother. (The price of
" redemption " by the mother was raised to 150
dollars.)
Third Stage (1928). The purchaser now treated
the girl in the fullest and most brutal sense as his
property, so she attempted to escape.
Fourth Stage (1929). Proceedings at the police
station and before the Secretary for Chinese Affairs,
for running away from her master, as a result of
which the girl was committed temporarily to the
custody of the Po Leung Kuk (a semi-official
benevolent institution).
Final Stage. The case re-heard. " Conflicting
evidence," and the mother informed by the officials
of the Po Leung Kuk: " Your daughter has been
sold ; there is nothing further we can do for you,
and you need not come again."
How comes it about that these things can be
alleged to have happened within the last year or
two, if the Ordinance of 1923 is really an effective
instrument ?
The Ordinance contained a Part III,, which was
only to come into operation at a date fixed by Pro-
clamation of the Governor in Council, and since no
Proclamation on the subject has ever been made
Part III. is not yet operative. It provided for keep-
ing a Register of Mui Tsai, and for making regula-